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Challenges to CAR T cell therapy uptake

CAR T cell therapy is a type of immunotherapy through which the patient’s T cells (a type of white blood cells) are edited to
enable the immune system to attack and destroy cancer cells. It has shown good remission rates in patients suffering from 
severe forms of blood cancers and brings high hopes for improving their quality of life. 
Yet, uptake of this treatment in Europe compared to the US and China is slow, severely limiting patients’ ability to benefit 
from it.

Several challenges remain with regard to CAR T cell therapy:

Clinical research and trials: The translation of preclinical research into clinical trials is still problematic, which is a barrier to 
developing the therapy across the EU

Geographical access: Pooling resources from the European hematology community, i.a. by fostering collaborative research in 
gene therapy and promoting joint health technology assessments, is needed to increase the availability of CAR T cell therapy 
across the EU.

Market access: Development of CAR T cell therapies is expensive and price tags are steep, delaying time to market and severely 
restricting patient access. Although the first two CAR T cell drugs were approved by the European Union in August 2018, some 
countries (e.g. the United Kingdom) have not yet granted them access to the national market.

Communication: Hematologists need policy support to tackle potentially negative perceptions of CAR T cell therapy. For 
example, given the high price tags, CAR T cell could be seen as “drugs for the rich”.



Future EU R&I priorities for health

EHA is actively advocating for more funding opportunities for the development of gene and cell therapies, and for improving 
the affordability and accessibility of these therapies so that they will benefit as many patients as possible. 

EHA welcomes the fact that the Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) has recognized the need to further support the 
translation of advanced therapies to patients and has identified CAR T cell therapy as one of the key topics for the next IMI call 
for proposals (Call 18), to be published in June 2019.

EHA sees the upcoming EU R&I framework program, Horizon Europe (2021-2027), as an essential instrument to advance CAR 
T cell therapy. Member States will continue to exchange on this topic in April upon finalizing the overall priorities of Horizon 
Europe. EHA works together with other stakeholders to shape the Horizon Europe strategic priorities (2021-2024) and first 
work program (for 2021-2022), to ensure that they will encompass gene therapy. 







































































Caratteristiche dei centri per accreditamento alla 

somministrazione CAR-T

SCOPI

• Garantire l’accesso a tutti i pazienti con indicazione a terapie mediche avanzate (ATMP)

• Stabilire la migliore pratica, sotto il profilo della sicurezza ed efficacia, nella somministrazione di ATMP

• Stabilire la più efficace e sicura modalità di processo, dalla aferesi, manifattura del prodotto, spedizione e

somministrazione

• Stabilire procedure sicure di tracciabilità, registrazione dei dati, monitoraggio durante follow-up post-

infusivo

• Creare linee-guida standardizzate per la selezione dei pazienti, gestione degli eventi avversi, controllo

risposta, terapie per le ricadute


